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Battle River and
Sounding Creek Watersheds:
Part of a larger picture
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Prior to the arrival of Europeans in Alberta,
the area surrounding the Battle River was
inhabited by various First Nations groups,
including the Blackfoot, Cree, Gros Ventres,
and Assiniboine (Stoney) peoples. These
groups interacted with each other through
a complex combination of trade, warfare
and diplomacy. The Battle River may have
derived its name from any number of
conflicts that took place in this region.
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The Viking Ribstones are quartzite boulders

‘which were carved by First Nations people.
of this region. The carved grooves are
thought to represent the ribcage of the
buffalo, hence the name "ribstones”.

1754

Anthony Henday enters the Battle River
Valley near Eagle Hills. In his journal he
calls the Battle River “Chacutenah. The
name “Battle River” would not appear for
another 10 years. Henday would eventually
reach Pigeon Lake several months later,
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Water use is dictated by what is known
as riparian rights. These rights give any

landowner whose property is adjacent to a
hody of water the right to make reasonable

THE BAPTLE RIVER

ca. 1885

The Ermineskin, Louis Bull, Montana, and

Samson Reserves are surveyed.

1880

use of it.

eople did)

1882

In 1882, the region of Alberta becomes
a distinct district within the Northwest.
Territories.

1890
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Before electricity was readily available,
farmers utilized windmills to pump water.
0n calm days, much time was spent
working the pump handle by hand.

The Calgary Edmonton Railway Company,
formed in 1890, establishes a right of way
in the spring of 1891 and names it Siding
14. In August 1891 a railway official puts
a name opposite Siding 14 - “Ponoka”.
Ponoka is the Blackfoot word for Elk.

logs downstream to Ponoka, Hobbema and
Camrose.

1902 1919

Proclaimed as a village in 1902, a town in Alberta’s first drainage district is formed
1904, and a city in 1906, Wetaskiwin was in the Holden area. A number of drainage
for many years the smallest city in the districts are located (all or partially)
British Empire within the Battle River watershed. Alberta's

drainage districts are administered by the

Drainage Council.
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These numbers represent the annual
natural flow of the Battle River over
the period of record from 1912-2008,
as measured in cubic decametres.

(taken from Our Battle,
State of the Battle River and
Sounding Creek Watersheds
Report 2011)
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Several million board feet of lumber were
cut annually at the Ponoka mills until the
lowering of the Battle River in 1905. A
sawmill located near Pigeon Lake operated
in the 1920s. Logging in the area ended
in 1944,

1900 1910

Loggers were active at Pigeon and Battle
Lake, using the river to float lumber and
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1903

In response to poor travel conditions on
trails and roads in spring, a 30-foot
motorboat powered by a woodburning
steam engine provides Ferry Service along
Driedmeat Lake. 110 years later, Farry Point
Crossing (located downstream of Driedmeat
Lake) would be part of a riparian
restoration project of the Battle River
Watershed Alliance.

1940

near Wainuright, ca. 1912,
- NO-18-14)

1942

The City of Camrose, which relies on

Mirror Lake for its water supply, declares an
emergency and initiates a process to secure
water, not within months, but within days.
This process launched a conversation that
would ultimately result in Camrose drawing
its water supply from Driedmeat Lake.

1940

Buffalo National Park is closed in 1940 and
the property is leased by the Government
of Alberta to the Department of National
Defence for the creation of an ammunition
storage facility called Camp Wainwright.

January 29, 1945
0 May 24, 1946
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March 24, 1955

A permit is granted for the construction of
the Forestburg Dam and Battle River Power
Generating Station, The generating station
uses coal from an adjacent 78 km’ coal field
that is estimated to hold 100 miltion
tonnes of coal..

November 1956

Operation of the Battle River Generating
Station begins with Unit 1. The station
generates 30 MW of power.

1969

Master Agreement on Apportionment:
The of Al

1974

In 1974, the County of Wetaskiwin

erta, Saskatchewan,
Manitoba and Canada enter into a Master
Agreement On Apportionment, which
governs the sharing of the waters of
eastward-flowing interprovincial waterways.
The agreement also recognizes the ssue of
water quality and groundwater matters, and
reconstitutes the Prairie Provinces Water
Board to administer the agreement and
provide a forum to resolve and report on
interprovincial water issues.

1964

A second power generating unit is added
to the Battle River Generating Station. The
station can now generate 60 MW of power.
Unit 3 would be constructed in 1969, with
Unit 4 being constructed in 1975.

Camp Wainwright becomes Canadian Forces
Base Wainwright.

1970

c the Battle Lake study and
gave the lake a protected status with
overwhelming support from area residents.
That status was later incorporated into the
County of Wetaskiwin's General Municipal
Plan and the Battle Lake Watershed
Protection District was formed.

thio CEL O the sumnier, The draa
basin of Coal Lake was about 100 km? prior
to dam construction in 1972. Since 1972,
Pipestone Creek has flowed into Coal Lake
and the watershed now includes the
Pipestone-Bigstone Creek drainage basin
and totals 1,250 km?,

1988

In 1975, Alberta Environment installs a
sheet-pile fixed-crest weir at Driedmeat
Lake with an elevation of 684.6 m. Its
purpose is to stabilize water levels and to
provide more reliable storage to augment
downstream flows in times of severe
drought. Although the Lake level has
become more stable with the weir in place,
it still fluctuates. For example, between
1975 and 1987, the lake level varied by
1.9 m, and during 1982 alone, it
fluctuated by 1.6 m.

1974

Extreme flooding is caused by the melting
of heavy snowfall from the winter of
1973/74 and very heavy spring rainfall

in 1974

1980

Unit 5 is constructed at the Battle River
Generating Station. At operating capacity,
the generating station can output 735 MW
of power. The generating station and coal
mine employ approximately 240 people.

The County of Wetaskiwin opens a
campground at Battle Lake. The
campground has 26 campsites, a tenting
area, a day-use area with picnic tables and
firepits, a boat launch and walking trails.

1990

1991

Existing water management realities and
anticipated challenges led to a shift in
thinking about water management and
«conservation. A review of existing water
policy and legislation in Alberta was
initiated. Water legislation in other
jurisdictions (e.g. Australia, United States)
was also reviewed to identify alternative
tools that might be applied in the Alberta
«context. Following this comprehensive
review and input from Albertans, the
Water Act was proclaimed in 1999.

ATEQ Generating Station

The Battle River Generating Station: Power

Generating Units 1 and 2 cease operations,

reducing total power generation to 675 MW.
Units 1 and 2 are formally decommissioned

in 2000.

2000

2003

Water For Life: Alberta’s Strategy for
Sustainabifity is released after two years
of focused public consultation.

2006

Battle Lake Watershed Development
Planning Pilot Project provides recommen-
dations for three tiers of development
around Battle Lake. The planning process
would later be used to guide oil and gas
exploration in the Battle Lake watershed.

2008

Alberta releases the Land-use Framework,
establishing seven new land-use regions
and calling for the development of a

regional plan for each.

2008

Battle River Index of Biological Integrity
Study is completed. The Battle River scores
42% overall. The study shows that the
health of the aquatic ecosystem in the
Battle River is poor.

2009

Gity of Camrose completes a $26 million
dollar upgrade to its wastewater treatment.
cility.

August 2006

Pigeon Lake experiences a significant algal
bloom. Two separate stewardship groups
merge in June 2007 to better respond to
growing concerns about water quality in
‘the lake.

2001

The Battle River Alliance for Economic
Development is established in order to
facilitate communities working together to
address community economic development
issues from a regional perspective.

2006

The Battle River Watershed Alliance is
formed and designated as the Watershed
Planning and Advisory Council for the
Battle River and Sounding Creek watersheds
within Alberta,
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WATERSHED ALLIANCE

July 19 -
August 23, 2004

2010

2011

With the completion of its State of the
Watershed Report, the Battle River
Watershed Alliance initiates its Watershed
Management Planning Process. This process
will provide recommendations on various
components of watershed management and
result in the development of a Watershed
Management Plan for the Alberta portions
of the Battle River and Sounding Creek
watersheds.

2011

Battle River Watershed Alliance releases
Our Battle: State of the Battle River and
Sounding Creek Watersheds Report 2011.

The report summarizes data on the

current health and sustainability of these
watersheds by reporting on a number of key
ecological, social and economic indicators.

Kot
Nov. 10, 2010 -
The Battle River Railway received its
Permanent Operating Authority from
Alberta Transportation on November 10,
2010. The Battle River Railway operates as
a user-friendly short-line where producers
and other interested parties can ship goods
to market.

2010

The Driedmeat Lake Weir is raised 0.6 m
with project completion on May 14, 2010.

2012

The Battle River Watershed Alliance
organizes their first “Rolling Down The
River” Bike Tour across the Battle River
watershed, biking from the Battle River's
headwaters to its confluence with the
North Saskatchewan River,
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r near Wainwright (2012).
This photograph was faken at the same location
as the 1912 photogroph included in the yellow
bar above. ¥
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