




On March 31 2009, the Alberta Water Council released two 
reports. The first report, Strengthening Partnerships, provides clarity 
and understanding about what shared governance means and how 
it can be implemented to deliver outcomes of the Water for Life 
strategy. The second report, Recommendations for a Watershed 
Management Planning Framework in Alberta clarifies the process 
and content to guide the creation of watershed management plans 
in Alberta. Copies of the reports are available from the Alberta 
Water Council office.  Council staff are working to communicate 
the reports to key audiences.  

The Alberta Water Council Board met in March and approved 
its Process Guidelines (a companion to the Board’s bylaws that 
describe roles and responsibilities of the Board, project teams, 
working groups, committees and staff). 

The Board also approved the Terms of Reference for a new 
Sector Planning for Conservation, Efficiency and Productivity 
(CEP) Project Team. In 2008, seven major water-using sectors 
committed to develop water CEP plans by December 2010. 
The new project team will provide a forum where sectors can 
share ideas, experience, opportunities and challenges.  The team 
will also report on progress toward completing the plans and 
evaluate the need for enhancements to guidance documents for 
preparing plans. 
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The Board has approved the report Recommendations to Advance the 
Goal of Healthy Aquatic Ecosystems, which contains recommended 
projects for the Alberta Water Council, the provincial government 
and other stakeholders to advance the Healthy Aquatic Ecosystems 
goal of the Water for Life strategy.

The Water Allocation Transfer System Upgrade Project (WATSUP) 
Team held a symposium, How Alberta Can Do More with Less, 
held in Calgary on March 4th and 5th.  The symposium improved 
the knowledge of the WATSUP Team, key stakeholders and 
policy-makers regarding water allocation transfer systems in other 
jurisdictions.  The team is examining options for enhancing the 
water licence transfer system in Alberta. The team’s report and 
recommendations, expected later this year, will form part of larger 
package that will go to the Minister of Environment to consider in 
addressing the water allocation system.

The Board met in Calgary on June 4th to conduct its regular 
review of the implementation progress and effectiveness of the 
Water for Life strategy.  The Water for Life Implementation 
Review Committee will present the Council’s third review since 
the release of the strategy in 2003, which covers implementation 
progress until the end of the year 2008.

For more information, email info@awchome.ca  
or visit www.awchome.ca

The Alberta Stewardship Network (ASN) is holding it Stewards in 
Motion VII Workshop and Annual General Meeting (AGM) on June 
25th in Fort MacLeod. With a focus on stewardship practices and 
strategies to enhance fish and wildlife habitat, the Workshop and 
AGM will also feature the presentation of the 2009 ASN Grassroots 
Environmental Stewardship Awards, recognizing the achievements 
of Alberta stewardship groups, individuals and projects.

At its May meeting, the ASN Board thanked Operations Manager, 
Kevin Wirtanen, for the valuable service he provided during his 
secondment from Alberta Sustainable Resource Development. 

ASN recently encouraged Alberta’s stewardship community to attend 
one of five Land Stewardship Centre of Canada workshops to launch 
the Green Communities Guide, a tool to help elected officials, municipal 
planners, developers, real estate associations, stewardship groups and 
citizens develop strategies to conserve water, protect water quality, 
conserve agricultural land, and protect open space and wildlife habitat. 
The workshops, held in Lethbridge, Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and 
Grande Prairie, were designed to share information and engage target 

News from Alberta Stewardship Network
audiences to encourage the use of the Guide toward green development. 
The Guide highlights community initiatives and case studies on the 
innovative approaches communities are taking to avoid, mitigate, or 
reduce the impacts of growth and development, to maintain the flow of 
ecological goods and services from their landscapes. 

ASN encourages community stewards to attend the 4th National 
Stewardship and Conservation Conference being held in Calgary 
July 8-11. The conference is held every three years to bring together 
Canada’s stewardship and conservation community and advance 
stewardship across the country. 

ASN works to provide Alberta stewards with a network that 
facilitates information exchange, provides support, and recognizes 
the contribution of individuals, communities and organizations in 
advancing environmental stewardship. 

For more information, call 1-877-ASK-ASN (toll-free), visit the 
ASN website at www.ab.stewardshipcanada.ca or email asn@
landstewardship.org
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Coming Events
Alberta Water Quality Awareness (AWQA) Day is being held 
from June to September throughout the province. For more information, 
email info@awqa.ca or call 780.702.ALMS.

The Government of Alberta is hosting a community conversation on the 
future of education in Calgary on June 17. Discussions will address 
five key values – opportunity, fairness, citizenship, choice and diversity – all 
considered critical to the success of Alberta’s education system. Inspiring 
Education seeks to serve as an exchange of ideas on education. For more 
information, visit www.inspiringeducation.alberta.ca

The 4th National Stewardship and Conservation 
Conference is being held in Calgary July 8-11, 2009. Strengthening 
Stewardship – Investing at every step aims to bring together a diversity of 
individuals, groups, industry, business, government and non-government 
organizations committed to stewardship. For more information, visit 
www.stewardship2009.ca 

WaterEDWest Conference 2009: A Confluence of Ideas is being 
held from September 10 to 13 in Banff, to help delegates from British 
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and the Territories to develop 
common goals for the future of water education in Western Canada. Battle 
River Watershed Alliance will be among the presenters. For more information, 
contact Jason Toner at 1.888.421.1497 or visit www.wateredwest.ca 

Global Footprints: A Legacy of Sustainability, a social studies 
conference, is being held in Lake Louise on October 16-18.  Keynote 
speakers include Gwynne Dyer, Simon Jackson, and Kimberly Lasher 
Mitchell. For more information, visit http://ssc.teachers.ab.ca/
Annual%20Conference/Conference%202009/Pages/Update.aspx

The Banff Centre is offering Leadership Development 
Scholarships for non-profit leaders looking to sharpen their skills 
in team building, coaching, communication or strategic planning and 
implementation. For more information, visit www.banffcentre.ca/emails/
leadership/2009/scholarship.html 
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Available Resources
NatureWatch has revised its FrogWatch Senior Educators 
Guide Amphibial Pursuits. Designed for grades 7-12, the guide can 
be downloaded (in English and in French) by visiting www.frogwatch.ca 
and clicking on educator materials.

NatureWatch has also released its PlantWatch Educators Guide, 
which includes activities to support youth in collecting, submitting and 
interpreting PlantWatch data. The guide helps students understand 
climate change, georeferencing monitoring locations, interpreting graphs, 
and tracking seasonal changes, with curriculum links to grades 6-8 science 
and math. The guide can be downloaded from the PlantWatch website at 
www.plantwatch.ca

A new IceWatch Report indicates that trends in lake ice freeze and 
thaw dates demonstrate trends toward an earlier spring thaw. The report is 
available on the IceWatch website at www.icewatch.ca

The results of an assessment of PlantWatch data from Churchill, 
Manitoba and from Labrador City, Labrador and Northwest River, 
Labrador have been posted on the PlantWatch site (www.plantwatch.
ca). The report evaluated whether the date of first bloom of key indicator 
species had changed over time.  

A report describing the results of an assessment of four independent 
citizen science anuran monitoring programs in Ontario 
(Marsh Monitoring Program, Amphibian Road Call Count, Backyard 
Frog Survey, and FrogWatch Canada) has been posted on the FrogWatch 
website. Trends in amphibian populations in Ontario as well as geographic 
monitoring coverage and gaps are described. Visit www.frogwatch.ca to 
view the full report.

The Alberta Environmental Stewardship Contest is seeking photos 
that capture the beauty and diversity of environmental stewardship in 
Alberta. Winning entries could be published in the 2010 edition of the 
Alberta Environmental Stewardship Calendar. Contest prizes include 
Olympus digital camera, limited-edition framed wildlife print and an 
Alberta-made gift basket.

The 2010 Alberta Environmental Stewardship Calendar will 
be published as a day-timer style, coil bound desk calendar 
featuring color photos, tips, facts and information promoting 
environmental stewardship and the conservation of soil, water, 
air and biodiversity. Deadline for entries is July 20. The early 
bird draw deadline is June 19.

For more information, contact Delaney Anderson at 780.826.4297 
or email delaney.anderson@gov.ab.ca

Alberta Environmental Stewardship 
Photo Contest

NEW WETLAND COURSE
Aquality Environmental Consulting Ltd., is offering a wetland 
course that addresses the Stewart & Kantrud and Canadian Wetland 
Classification Systems and how it applies to wetlands in Alberta.  The 
course discusses roles of wetlands and riparian areas and addresses 
federal, provincial and municipal policies and strategies affecting water 
and wetlands in Alberta, including Water for Life and the provincial 
Land Use Framework.  A half-day workshop will be geared towards the 
identification and classification of wetlands using airphotos, which can 
help to determine rates of wetland loss at geographic scales.

For more information, visit www.wetlandpolicy.ca/registration, 
email info@aquality.ca or telephone 780.757.5530.


