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Public Health Act and regulations

Recurring water borne outbreak themes in 
literature
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Jurisdiction of RHA  

Public Health Appeal Board 
CDC and Public Health Emergencies 

Isolation, Quarantine and Special Measures 
Epidemics 

State of Public Health Emergency
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A medical officer of health who knows of or has reason to 
suspect the existence of a communicable disease or a public 
health emergency within the boundaries of the health region in 
which the medical officer of health has jurisdiction may initiate 
an investigation to determine whether any action is necessary to
protect the public health.

Where the investigation confirms the presence of a 
communicable disease, the medical officer of health (a) shall 
carry out the measures that the medical officer of health is 
required by this Act and the regulations to carry out , and (b) 
may do any or all of the following: 

� (i) take whatever steps the medical officer of health 
considers necessary (A) to suppress the disease in those 
who may already have been infected with it, (B) to protect 
those who have not already been exposed to the disease, 
(C) to break the chain of transmission and prevent spread of 
the disease, and (D) to remove the source of infection 



������
������
�����
���������




 !!"#$
�%&'

($�'��'�
�')"&�*$ #

� "surveillance" means the practice of close 
medical and other supervision of cases 
and contacts, as determined by the 
medical officer of health, in order to 
mitigate or eliminate a communicable 
disease or to promote prompt recognition 
of infection or illness with a communicable 
disease 
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� "nuisance" means a condition that is or 
might become injurious or dangerous to 
the public health, or that might hinder in 
any manner the prevention or suppression 
of disease
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Pathogens pose the greatest and most 
tangible risk

Robust, effective multiple barriers to 
meet the raw water contamination 
challenges are needed

Trouble usually preceded by change…



Operators must be capable and 
responsive

Water professionals must be 
accountable to water consumers

Ensuring safety is an exercise in risk 
management, requiring sensible 
decisions in the face of uncertainty.

Hrudey, S.H. “Safe Drinking Water”



Who looks after Private, Public and 
Communal Drinking H2O?

� > 600,000 people in AB  rely on H 2O 
supplies that may be variable in quality 
and expensive & problematic to treat.

� Key government agencies have not 
always provided unified responses 
when dealing with health and safety 
issues.
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