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Public Lands Act

• Provides for the legal allocation / 
disposition and management of un-granted 
lands

• Crown owned - public lands
• Various regulations governing fees, 

administrative processes for various 
dispositions / land uses



Types of Public Land

• Forested Lands
• Timber harvesting
• Coal & Oil sands mining
• Peat extraction
• Oil & gas

• Rangelands
• Grazing leases and permits
• Haying permits
• Farm development leases

• Shorelands
• Waterbody beds & shores



Shorelands

• Beds, shores and 
banks of:

• Rivers
• Streams
• Lakes
• Permanent and 

naturally occurring 
bodies of water 
(wetlands)



Ownership

• 1894 North West Irrigation Act (Dominion 
of Canada)

• 1930 Natural Resources Transfer Act
• Public Lands Act (Alberta)

• Section 3
• Never granted, excepted from title, or…

• Clear intent to reserve these resources as 
Crown owned resources



Regulatory Framework
• Authorization required to 

undertake activity that will 
impact or modify shorelands
• e.g. beach creation, aquatic 

vegetation control

• Formal disposition required 
to permanently occupy
• e.g. weir, erosion control 

works, outfalls, boat 
launches, marinas, etc.

• Unavoidable losses must be 
compensated for
• Land exchange, sale



Watershed Context

• Concerns:

• Watercourse re-alignments

• Drainage of Crown owned wetlands

• Cumulative effect of incremental 
modification of shorelands



FYI ContactFYI Contact

• Gerry Haekel, 427-4767

• SRD Shorelands website
http://www3.gov.ab.ca/srd/land/u_shorelands.html
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